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ROLE OF IN THS STATO PROGRAM* 
A. L. Russell, D.D.S. 


In July of 1947, at San Francisco, 
Professor Abel Wolman of Johns 
Eovkins discussed the fluorination 
of puolic water supplies before the 
annual conference of the American 
Vater Works Association, In comment- 
tng on Wolman's paper, W. C. Morse, 
suverintendent of the Seattle, 
Vashington, water department, ob- 


About forty years ago, at a 
dentists! convention, this 
writer heard a dentist insist 
that, if Seattle continued to 
use Cedar River water, at the 
end of two gencrations children 
would be born without either 
bone or tooth structure... 
the persistent campaign for the 
addition of lime to, Cedar River 
water finally died, 


Dentists have a deserved reputation 
for ursing a measure one year and 
condemning it the next. We have 
plussed for the clean tooth that 
never decays. We have bullied our © 
patients into the use of hard water, 
and orange juice, and vitamins, and 
"protective" diets, and dicalcium 


*Presented at the meeting of the 
Dxecutive Council, A.A.P.H.D., 
Chicago, Ill., Feb, 8, 1948. 


phosphate, all in the name of the 
prevention of dental caries, Today 
we insist that none of these measures 
is effective. If we are regarded in 
some quarters as a group of faddists 
standing in that lunatic fringe of the 
sciences where facts are entirely 
disregarded, we have no one to blame 
but ourselves, 


Yet the facts must be the basis for 
any and all sound planning in public 
health, as in anything else, The 
fact-finding, or "problem-solving" 
approach to the local dental program 
has worked so well in practice that 
it has become standard procedure; and 
due largely to the work of Knutson, 
fact-finding technics for the dental 
care program have been evolved which, 
when their stipulated limitations are 
observed, are simplg,,syitt, inexpen— 
sive, and reliable, ‘The care vro- 
gram itself rests on one sound, solid, 
inescapable fact--that teeth can be 
saved by fillings,~ a fact established 
by decades of practical experience, 
Within the past few years dental 
health education has developed from 
the fairytale stage to a point where 
realistic technics and factual context 
are becoming the rule rather than the 
exception, There will always be some— 
thing new to learn in these fields, 
of course, but thought and work and 
trial and error have shown us pretty 
well what will worl: and what will fail, 
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It is in our newest field--the pre- 
vention of dental disease--that our 
need for basic facts seems to be most 
pressing and ecute, 


Dertal research hes advanced far 
beyond the kitchen-sink stage. Our 
field reaches into nearly all of the 
sciences, We need facts that only 
the physicist can give us, others 
that must come from the chemist, 
from the histovathologist, from the 


bacteriologist, from the mathematician, 


end from a host of others. These 
facts, sometimes seemingly without 
relation, must be brought together 
and correlated, end the resulting 
hypotheses tested by meticulous re- 
search in the field. 


Failure to observe this last step 
has been and is our commonest fault, 
J. Leon Williams! logic, in his 
argument that "a clean tooth never 
decays," is superbd--excent for the 
fact, unimown to Williams, that his 
“clean tooth" cannot exist in the 
living human mouth. It is a basic 
vrinciple in logic that the logical 
vrocess fails unless all of the 
elements in a logical proposition 
are completely end precisely known; 
in any field such as the etiology of 
dental caries, where so many funda- 
mental factors are imperfectly under- 
stood, logic is treacherous. Obvious 
as this seems, it is a lesson we have 
vet to learn, as witness the wide 
followinz enjoyed by one theoretical 
system of dental caries prevention 
swoported only--and shalily——by two 
clinical studies, on groups of 
children which numbered 25 and 16, 
resnectively, at the end of two 
years,’ Whenever, in the literature 
of dental caries, we find those 
nizger-in-the-woodpvile phrases "it 
stands to reason that ..." or "it is 
my opinion that ..." it is time to 


stop short, look for the "clean 
tooth" in that reasoning, and, if at 
all possible, try the thing out on 
the nearest available dog, 


After all, the facts and not the 
conclusions are the meat of the ' 
thing. Zor example, one recent study 
reported the cost of a prophylaxis 
and two half—mouth treatments with 
topical sodium fluoride as costing 
about $1.60 pgr child in a group of 
575 children.” Another gives a 
table showing that 557 ‘cindergarten 
children whose community water con- 
tained 2,3 p.p.m. of fluorides aver- 
ased one and one-quarter carious 
deciduous teeth per child, whereas 
416 similar children whose water con- 
tained .05 p.p.m. of fluorides aver- 
aged nearly five carious deciduous 
teeth per child,” These are facts 
which may be accepted as competently 
observed and accurately renorted, the 
one useful in planning a tovical-— 
treatment program and the other in- 
dicating that our def determinations 
in South Dakota, though based on 
inadequate samples, are probably 
somewhere near the correct values, 
The userulness of these facts would 
not have been altered in the least 
had Frank Bull concluded that all 
Wisconsin children should be moved to 
Green Bay, or had Bill Jordan con- 
cluded that the moon is made of green 
cheese, 


But back to the matter of our need 
for facts in the field of the pre—- 
vention of dental disease, we have 
one hypothesis which has revolution- 
ized our thinking in this area, and 
which may lead to undreamed-of 
advances, just as the invention of 
the wheel led inevitably to the 100- 
mile—per-hour streamliner and the jet 
bomber--the hypothesis that the 
structure of teeth may be so altered 
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that they become more resistant to 
dental caries, This hypothesis is 
bolstered by one very solid fact-—— 
that exposure to fluorides sometimes 
has precisely this effect, The cen- 
tral fact which we must discover is 
this: how does this thing work? 


Again we must call upon the physicist, 
the chemist, the histologist, the math- 
ematician, and all the others, for 
help. But any theoretical concept 
developed by them must be tested with 
people before it can be accepted; and, 
on the other hand, we may be able to 
dredge up facts from the field that 
will suggest new concepts to the lab- 
oratory worker, Can we separate the 
mottling and preventive phases of the 
fluoride effect, so that we can get 
one without the other? What are the 
incidence patterns in other than the 
12-14 year age group? In the deciduous 
teeth? Is the optimum effect obtained 
by pre-eruptive exposure, or by post- 
eruptive exposure, or by which combina- 
tion of the two? What is the optimum 
dosage? The optimum length of exposure? 
The optimum vehicle of administration? 
Is there a more effective agent, or 
combination of agents, than fluorine? 
Any of us may have the opportunity to 
observe and to report facts bearing 
upon these questions, 


We have another solid fact to work 
with--the fact that fluoride solutions, 
and possibly other solutions, increase 
caries-resistance when applied directly 
to teeth; but we may be guilty of some 
very serious "clean tooth" thinking in 
our conclusions about the effectiveness 
and technics of topical treatment, 
Nearly all of these conclusions have. 
been developed in studies in which one 
quadrant of a mouth has been treated, 
with the opposite side left untreated 
and utilized as a control, Such 
studies are open to the very grave 
objection that this method of control, 


under these circumstances has not 
adequately been demonstrated as reli- 
able and unbiased, though, in 
Knutson's words, "it is not unlikely 
that topical applications of fluoride 
to the teeth in two quadrants of the 
mouth might have a general effect on 
the environment and caries experience 
of the teeth in the untreated quad- 
rants, "10 


To admit that such an objection is 
possible is to concede that our pres-— 
ent conclusions as to the number of 
treatments, the role of the prophy- 
laxis, the value of a given solution-- 
almost every conclusion now accepted-—— 
are open to doubt, 


This, I believe, is a serious mat- 
ter--one serious enough to demand 
that the opposite-quadrant method of 
control be proved sound by an incon- 
trovertable mass of facts, or that 
all of these conclusions be retested 
in field studies using separate indi- 
viduals in the control and study 
groups, with every lmown or possible 
factor in dental caries-~sex, age, 
dietary habits, residence, fluoride 
exposure, familial susceptibility, 
number of caries-free teeth, caries- 
activity indices and the like--scru- 
pulously balanced between the groups 
and under the complete control of the 
investigator, 


Such studies, of course, are very 
difficult to set up; but we must have . 
the right answers to some of these 
questions, no matter how difficult 
the road may be, 


Another basic concept which ulti- 
mately must be tested with large 
groups of people in the same metic- 
ulous way is that of Kesel and his 
g@roup--i.e,, that the environment 
of the mouth may be so altered that 
the processes which produce dental 
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caries cannot occur, Still another 
to be tested is that of Fosdick and 
the Northwestern group--that foods 
themselves can be so altered that 
substrate production does not occur 
when they are eaten, 


These developments, and others, 
sive us reason to hope that dental 
caries may some day be brought under 
control. When that occurs we will have 
reached an era something like that 
which followed the control of the com- 
municable diseases of childhood--an 
era in which emphasis shifts to the 
ills of middle and later life, a dental 
field so far neglected or ignored from 
the enidemiological standpoint. 


At the outset some of the problems 
involved in an epidemiolozical study 
of periodontal Cisease seem insuperable, 
The first requisite is a yardstick as 
universally annlicable as the DMF rate 
in dental caries. A clean-cut differ- 
entiation between, and agreement upon, 
vhe various etiological entities in the 
periodontal disease grouping must be 
achieved, Technics for the selection 
and examination of representative 
groups of people at all ages must be 
devised, Some of these things, it can 
be hoped, will evolve through trial 
and error, just as experience in the 
investigation of dental caries suggested 
our present criteria and diagnostic 
indices in that field. After all, our 


concentions of the epidemiology of dental 


caries were quite as confused and the 
cifficulties ayoarently just as great 
twenty yeers ago, as are the conceptions 
and difficulties involved in an attack 
upon the epidemiology of periodontal 
disease today, This thing rust be done, 
and we must find a way to do it. 


It might be argued that epidemiological 


study has been the most important single 
factor in our advances in practical 
dental health since the turn of the 


century, Certainly, without it, we 
might still be hovering in indeci- 
sion betieen dicalcium phosphate and 
the clean tooth that never decays, 
Fresh and valid discoveries were im- 
possible until these concepts had’ 
been destroyed, Yet, in the past, 
we have left this sort of study to 
a very few men, mostly members of 
the United States Public Health 
Service, If we eliminate the work 
of such men as Xlein, Palmer, Dean, 
McClure, and Knutson, very little 

of the epidemiology of dental caries 
remains, Talented as these men, 
they have one great wealness-——there 
are too few of them. Unless the 
rest of us pitch in and help, prog- 
ress will be intolerably slow, 

After all, the laboratory people 
told us at least 60 years ago that 
appreciable amounts of fluorine in 
dental enamel was associated with 

a lowered incidence of dental 
caries,~~ A prompt epidemiological 
examination of this idiotic and 
illogical idea might have saved us 
half a century of toothaches and 
have considerably altered our iraft- 
rejection statistics for two major 
wers, 


It zoes without saying that our 
studies in any of these fields must 
be well planned and carefully car- 
ried out with an open mind, and that 
the facts which emerge must be fully 
and accurately reported and so made 
available to all who may find them 
useful, And let's concentrate on 
the facts. Given facts enough, the 
conclusions will take care of them- 
selves. 


00 
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SODIUM FLUORIDS BS ADDED TO PUBLIC WATIR SUPPLIZS?* 
F, A. Bull, D.D.S. 


The numerous dental surveys that 
have been carried on in areas where 
fluorine is naturally present in con- 
centrations of one part per million 
or more in the drinking water, have 
definitely established the fact that 
the incidence of dental caries is 
greatly reduced in these areas, 


The American Dental Association has 
officially recognized that fluorine is 
a factor in the control of dental 
caries. It is no longer necessary for 
individual investigators to prove that 
dental caries are actually reduced by 
about 60 per cent where fluorine is 
present in annreciable amounts in the 
drinking water, 


The question now arises as to what 
we are foing to do with this factual 
datum, Is it possible to put this 
information to practical use for the 
benefit of the public by the artifi- 
sial addition of fluorine to public 
vater supplies, or does this informa- 
tion only hold academic interest to 
the dental profession itself? 


At the present time there are two 
arguments against the artificial 
fluorination of public water supplies: 


First, that the addition of fluorine 
to drinking water will not produce 
the same results in reducing dental 
cnries that are produced where 
fluorine is naturally present in 

the drinking water, and 


Second, that fluorine in drinking 
water, whether naturally present 
or artificially added, is a poison 


*Digest of a vaver read at a joint 
meeting of the A.A.P.H.D. and A.S.D.C. 
Boston, Mass., Aug. 2, 1947, 


and will produce toxic effects in 
the human body. 


As to the first argument — that 
there is a difference between so- 
called natural fluorine in water and 
artificially added fluorine in water—-— 
this is simply a conjecture, Actually, 
there is no such thing as natural 
fluorine water, In order for any 
fluorine to be present in water, it 
must be added to the water in some 
fashion. Generally, fluorine is 
added to water in the earth by the 
contact of water with some substance 
such as rock: or soil containing 
fluorine and this is referred to as 
natural fluorine water. In either 
case the fluorine is present in the 
water in the ion form. I have been 
unable to find any authority in 
chemistry who will state that there 
is any difference between so-called 
natural fluorine in water and water 
that has been artificially fluori- 
nated, XUxperimental work carried on 
for the past 30 years at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin shows that it makes 
no difference in what form the fluor- 
ine is present. As long as it is in 
a soludle form, the body will absord 
the fluorine and the results are all 
identical, 


The second argument — that fluorine 
acts as a cumulative poison in the 
human body - is the argument that is 
most generally being presented 
against the artificial addition of 
fluorine to public water sunplies, 


Let us analyze this argument 
closely. What is there that can be 
consumed by the human body in suf- 
ficient quantities that will not 
voison the human system? “ven too 
much water is toxic to the human 
being. <Any drug produces toxic 
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effects if enough of it is ingested. program had been successfuly oper- 
ating for about 30 years, and in 
Just what do we actually Imow about several states, that the American 
pathological changes following the use Medical Association officially en- 
of fluorine by human beings? For the dorsed the program. I feel that we 
past 100 years people in many parts of are up against the same thing with 
the United States have continuously the fluorination of drinking water. 
drunk fluorine water throughout their 
lifetime, At the present time there The public has the right to look 
are millions of people in the United for positive leadership from the 
States who are continuously drinking dental profession in the field of 
water that contains from one part per preventive dentistry, We have no 
million to eight parts per million of choice but to give an answer to the 
fluorine just as their parents and grand- public as to our stand on the fluor- 
parents did, Medical and dental science ination of the public water sunvply. 
has been able to detect only one bad That answer must be one of the fol- 
systemic effect as a result of this flu- lowing: 
orine ingestion and that is the mottling 
of the enamel where two parts per million 1, Fluorine artificially added to 
or more of fluorine are present in the water will not benefit the 
drinking water, teeth, 


At this point it might be well to Fluorine artificially added to 
give a little thought to the history of water will do harm to the human 
how public health measures have been system and therefore should not 
initiated into common use, Did these be used. 
public health measures originate from . 
advice, leadership or action of the so- Let's wait for 15 to 100 years 
called top groups or authorities? The and see what happens in the 
answer is definitely "no", In fact, cities that are now adding flu- — 
public health measures were initiated orine to their public water 
and carried out in spite of opposition suvplies, 
from higher authorities. A state health ; 
officer for the past 40 years recently 4, Start adding fluorine to public 
told me that in all those years he had water sunplies now. 
received onnosition, not help, from 
higher authorities on every public health Before you give your answer, remem- 
measure he introduced and he named such ber this is not a question to be 
measures as abolishing the common drinking finally decided by any individual 
cup, prevention of gonorrheal blindness dentist or select group of dentists. 
in newborn infants, goiter prevention by The public is just as vitally con- 
use of iodine, chlorination of water, etc. cerned with the prevention of dental 
As a specific example, a public health disease as the dental and public 
program for the prevention of goiter was health professions and the public 
started 35 years ago in this state even has access to the same factual data 
though there was considerable opposition on the action fluorine has in the 
from some medical authorities, The State prevention of dental caries that we 
Medical Society of this state never has have, The public, when once in- 
gone on record as endorsing the program formed, is in a position to act as 
to this day and it was only after the a jury on many matters pertaining to 
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public health, especially those public 
health measures which require legis-— 
lative action at the local level, There 
already have been instances of where the 
public has demanded the introduction of 
fluorine to their public water supplies 
to reduce dental caries in advance of 
any such demand by the dental profession, 


In Wisconsin, the State Dental Society 
recommends and encourages the addition of 
fluorine to public water supplies not to 
exceed 1,5 parts per million, There is 
a fluorine committee of the State Dental 
Societ: which actively assists local 
dentists and public health authorities 
in presenting all the information on flu- 
orine and its effects on dental caries 
to the public, The Wisconsin State Board 
of Eealth, composed of eight prominent 
physicians, zave careful study and con- 
sideration to this important public health 
neasure and then passed a resolution 
stating that "they are in accord with the 
fluorination of public water supplies not 
to exceed 1.5 parts per million where 
nroper controls for the addition of the 
fluorine are set up." Several medical 
societies have gone on record as favorable 
to it. In fact, one medical society took 
the initiative in presenting a resolution 
to the Common Council of a city to add 
fluorine to its public water s:yply to 
reduce dental caries, Several civic 
organizations have been active in the 
support of this public health measure, 


Three cities in Wisconsin are adding 
fluorine to their public water sunplies 
at the present time and three other 
cities have voted to do so and are await- 
ing the installation of equipment, Sev-— 
eral cities are in the process of enacting 
legislation to put this public health 
measure into effect. These cities are 
not fluorinating their public water sup- 
plies as an experiment or to serve as 
guinea pigs for the rest of the nation. 
They are doing it to reduce dental 
caries in the young generations of their 
own children. 


One reason for all this activity 
in the fluorination of drinking 
water in Wisconsin is because we 
have a sizable natural fluorine 
area in our state. In this natural 
fluorine region we have 250,000 
people whose drinking water has 
always contained from one to 2.8 
parts per million of fluorine, 
Since 1937 the Wisconsin State 
Dental Society and the Wisconsin 
State Board of Eealth have taken 
active interest in fluorine re- 
search, Dentists, medical men, 
public health officials, city offi- 
cials, school administrators, etc., 
from fluorine-free areas have gone 
into our fluorine areas to see 
first-hand what the conditions 
actually are in those areas, The 
results of these intensive studies 
and observations have been made 
freely available to the citizens of 
our state, for after all these cit-— 
izens are the final jury as to 
whether or not this public health 
measure can be put into operation, 


Another reason for all this ac- 
tivity on fluorination in Wisconsin 
has been the leadership shown by 
the Fluorine Committee of the 
Wisconsin State Dental Society and 
the leadership shown by the 
Wisconsin State Board of Health, 


Today in Wisconsin it is not a 
question of whether or not we are 
going to fluorinate public water 
supplies. We are already doing it. 
When the question of fluorination 
of water was presented to a Common 
Council of a city to make its own 
decision, after arguments on all 
sides had been vigorously presented 
the Council voted to start this 
public health measure immediately. 
One public-health-minded councilman 
stated that in view of the evidence 
presented they owed it to the 
public to begin the fluorination 


May, 1948 - ili, 


SHOULD SODIUM FLUORIDE BS ADDED TO PUBLIC ‘JATIR SUPPLIZSS? 


of water immediately whether or not 
it ever produced results, 


For the sake of argument, let us 
assume that the addition of fluorine 
to public water supplies proved to be 
a complete failure in reducing dental 
caries, Then those of us who were 
active in the promotion of this public 
health measure were in error, and we 
must accept the responsibility for it. 
Yes, we were in error to the extent 
of spending about 5¢ per capita annu- 
ally, trying to prevent dental disease, 


low on the other hand, let us assume 
that the artificial fluorination of 
water reduces dental caries about 60%), 
exactly as we anticipated that it 
would, We will have prevented a vast 
amount of dental disease and suffering 
in the younger generation. 


In the face of the factual data we 
have on fluorine we must make up our 
minds one way or another and accept 
the responsibility of our decision. 
In Wisconsin that decision has been 
made, We recommend the immediate 
fluorination of all public water sup- 
plies, not to exceed 1.5 p.p.m, 


The cuestion is who is going to take 
the leadership in inaugurating these 
programs, In Wisconsin we feel that 
the dental pvrofession should take the 
leadership, and we are doing our best 
to furnish that leadership. This is 
the first opportunity that we have had 
to enter the public health field with 
a workable preventive dental health 
program, and we feel that we have an 
obligation to the public to show them 


what they can do to improve the den- 
tal health of their own community, 


At the present time two state den- 
tal societies (Wisconsin ani 
Colorado) and two state boards of 
health (Wisconsin and Colorado) are 
recommending the fluorination of 
public water supplies to prevent den- 
tal caries, About 15 cities in the 
United States are now fluorinating 
their drinking water or are in the 
process of installing fluorinating 
equipment, These cities represent a 
population of well over one-half mil- 
lion people, Yet when a public-health 
minded citizen, professional or other- 
wise, writes to the American Dental 
Association or to any of our dental 
colleges relative to the merits of the 
introduction of fluorine into their 
public water supplies to reduce dental 
decay, what kind of a reply does he 
get? I have seen several of these 
replies, and they have all been of a 
negative nature, Yet, we find cities 
like Rochester, Minnesota, where the 
medical and dental professions are 
almost entirely on the staff of Mayo 
Clinic, going ahead with the fluorina- 
tion of their drinking water, 


What better answer could be given to 
the question, "Should public water 
sunplies be fluorinated now?" Yes, 
public water supplies, where deficient, 
should be fluorinated as soon as pos- 
sible, and it is up to us to tell the 
public that we recommend this impor- 
tant public health measure, 


May, 1948 - 12. 


BIOPSY . . , A DINTTAL OFFICE PROCSDURE* 
Wilson N, Burford, D.D.S.** 


Early diagnosis closely parallels 
a high nercentage of curability of oral 
cavity lesions. One of the most impor- 
tant adjuncts in the early diagnosis of 
tumors of the oral cavity is biopsy. 
It is a procedure that is not used 
nearly as extensively by the dental 
profession as it should be, The spe- 


cific purpose of this paper will be to 
present the technique of the biopsy as 
a routine dental office procedure, 
There is no intention of minimizing in 
any way the importance of other diag- 
nostic aids such as clinical findings, 
laboratory tests and roentgenograms, 


For most biopsies of the mouth the 
scalpel is the most practical instru- 
ment and that techniaue will be stressed. 
Punch forceps may be used, but the wound 
following the use of these forceps is 
open and cannot be sutured, for that 
reason, its use on early lesions of the 
lips would be contra-indicated, The 
punch forcep may be used in verrucous 
lesions of the buccal mucosa and in 
those lesions which may be inaccessible 
(posterior third of the tongue and 
oropharynx) to an efficient use of the 
scalpel, 


Aspiration biopsy of a lesion is at 
times indicated, particularly in cystic. 
lesions of the jaws. The specimen 
obtained from aspiration biopsies is 
negligible in size and for that reason 
is frowned upon by many pathologists. 
However, the material obtained by this 
method is similar to other biopsies and 
does not differ except in size, The 
only indication for an aspiration 


*Jrom the Missouri State Dental 
Journal, 

**Oral Surgeon, Ellis Fischel State 
Cancer Hospital, 


biopsy in the general practice of 
dentistry will be in those cystic 
lesions of the jaws in which the 
clinical and roentgenological find- 
ings have not completely exhausted 
the possibility of anything other 
than a simple dental cyst, If the 
findings are suggestive of an 
ameloblastoma, or anything as po- 
tentially malignant, and the pos- 
sibility of a secondary infection 
from an incision biopsy is too 
likely, an aspiration biopsy is 
indicated for histologic confirma- 
tion before any surgery is under- 
taken, 


The instruments necessary for an 
aspiration biopsy are a fifty c.c. 
syringe with a 15 gauge needle and 
stilet, a stab blade scalpel 
novecaine syringe and a 
small piece of absorbent paper, 
Assuming the cystic lesion to be in 
the molar area of the mandible, 
first make a routine mandibular in- 
jection, Locate the tumefaction of 
the jaw in the overlying skin of 
the face and cleanse this area with 
70 per cent alcohol. Use a sterile 
syringe of novocaine and raise a 
small weal in this sterile area, 
Take the stab blade scalpel and 
make an incision through the skin 
and subcutaneous tissue large 
enough for the introduction of the 
15 gauge needle, Remove the stilet 
and with the plunger of the syringe 
completely compressed, introduce 
the needle into the incision, 
Keeping the plunger of the syringe 
compressed, pass the needle through 
the tissues until the bony plate 
overlying the cystic mass is felt. 
Greater poessure will be reauired 
to pass the needle through this 
bone, but if the cyst is sufficient 
ly large enough to manifest itself 
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clinically it will not be too diffi- 
cult, As soon as the needle is felt 

to be free of this resistance, start 

a cloclwise and counter clockwise rota- 
tion of the needle while withdrawing 
the plunger of the syringe. Insert the 
needle to the approximate center of the 
cystic lesion, maintaining the suction 
and the rotation while it is slowly 
withdrawn, At the moment the needle 
feels to be free of tissue relax the 
plunger slightly before completely 
withdrawing the syringe. If the pro- 
cedure has been successful, and there 
will be times when the first attempt 
will not be, there will be a small core 
of tissue drawn into the lumen of the 
needle, Use the stilet to gently force 
this tissue onto the niece of absorbent 
naper and drop, paper and all, into some 
fixative. This material is handled by 
the pathologist by the same technique as 
any other biopsy. 


The incision biopsy technique is a 
simple vrocedure and demands less sur- 
gical knowledge than most of the extrac- 
tions done every day in a dental office, 
The site from which the biopsy specimen 
is taken is important and demands careful 
study. Material from the center of the 
lesion is frequently only amorphous or 
necrotic debris with no definite his- 
tolgic characteristics. For this reason, 
it is best to select the most indurated 
area of the periphery and include a por- 
tion of normal tissue adjacent to the 
lesion, Cooner has stated it simply but 
well when he likens the lesion to a pie 
and advises a lot of crust on the spec- 
imen, 


For most biopsies of the mouth, only a 
slight amount of anesthesia is necessary; 
2 per cent novocaine, as used in extrac-— 
tions, is adequate, The site should be 
cleansed with an alcohol sponge; never 
use iodine or some solution which may 
alter the staining characteristics of the 
tissue, and inject the novocaine into 


normal tissue at the edge of the 
area to be excised, The incision 
should be eliptical, starting from 
the center of the lesion and 
extending into normal tissue, The 
width of the specimen need not 
exceed 2 or 3 mm, The important 
point to remember is to extend the 
incision deep into the subcutaneous 
tissues, A very shallow incision 
will show only the hyperplastic 
changes, It should always be re- 
membered that the pathologist will 
make his report only upon the 
tiseue which he receives, Care 
should be taken in removing this 
specimen to avoid crushing or other- 
wise altering its histology. 


For small lesions of the mouth, 
and by small is meant those not 
exceeding 1 c.m, in their greatest 
diameter, it is best to excise them 
completely and submit them to a 
pathologist for microscopic exam- 
ination, By properly sectioning 
the specimen he is able to tell 
rather definitely whether or not 
the lesion was adequately removed. 
The technique for this procedure 
is simple, Use 2 ver cent novo- 
caine for anesthesia and make the 
incision to include a generous 
amount of normal tissue around the 
entire periphery of the tumor, 
Exercise care in removing the tis- 
sue and, if necessary, close the 
defect with sutures. 


Ten per cent formalin is a satis- 
factory fixative for biopsy speci- 
mens, However, it is best to 
determine the choice of the pathol- 
ogist who is studying the tissue 
from your office and keep a supply 
of it available, If it is neces— 
sary to ship the specimen to a 
pathologist it will have to be left 
in a fixative for at least twenty- 
four hours. Soak a gauze flat or 
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a piece of cotton in the fixative, 
wring it relatively dry, wrap the 
specimen in it, drop it in a box and 
mail, f 


The biopsy of malignant tissue is 
still regarded to be a.dangerous pro- 
cedure by some tumor mens There is 
no scientific proof to show any danger 
exists, It is agreed by all modern 
thinking men that histologi¢ confirma- 
tion of the lesion before any radical 


therapy, radiologic or surgical, offers 


not only the most favorable prognosis 
but the only intelligent approach to 


malighancies, whether they be oral or 
otherwise, 


It is our duty to recognize early 
lesions of the oral cavity, and it is 
vithin our field to biopsy all suspi- 
cious lesions, Dentistry should real-— 
ize the important role it can assume 
in the management of’oral malignan- 
cies and that realization must come 
from the classroom, This represents 
a significant challenge to dental ed- 
ucators but, therein, lies the only 
pathway at present to real progress 
in this difficult field, 
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SDITORIAL 


PUSLIC HSALTH WORKER AND HIS JARGON 


In the February 1948 issue of the American Journal of Public Health there 
is an editorial entitled, "By His Tongue Shall Ye Know Him." It is an expose 
of the intricate vocabulary used by too many health workers and it is recom 
mended as excellent reading. By the use of so much complicated jargon these 
health workers are consciously or unconsciously imitating practitioners of the 
healing arts who for generations have been writing and talking to the public in 
Latin or Greek, 


Here is a sample of the double talk, copied from the editorial referred to 
above: "To a lay group the public health worker does not say that 'the purpose 
of the public health program is to improve living conditions, control disease 
and to give everybody the opportunity to develop good health.' Instead, he 
states thet 'the ultimate goal of a public health program is to stress desirable 
attitudes that positive mental, emotional and physical factors may be promoted 
until the optimum of health in these three areas is reached,’ Nor can some 
public health workers ask for suggestions to carry out plans, They must stim-— 
ulate interest and enthusiasm so that thought provoking and challenging ideas 
will be brought forth." 


In the same category are the public health workers who cannot sign their 
names even to correspondence without including their degrees, Possibly, 
John Doe, 3.S., D.D.S., M.P.H., does look formidable and will impress some lay- 
men, but there is some question whether or not this array of degrees will 
stimulate John Q. Public, Jr. or Sr. to be more regular about brushing his 
teeth or visiting the dentist. 


The health worker's relation with the public is largely a "selling" job, 
Let's take a leaf from the book of the good salesmen and talk and write in the 
customer's own language, without embellishments, 


THS QUARTSRLY QUSSTION 


In the February number of the BULLETIN were 22 answers from members to the 
Quarterly Question on amending the Constitution of this organization to broaden 
membership or change the name, A breakdown of the answers shows that 12 favor 
broadening membership, 4 favor changing the name of the organization to one 
more truly descriptive of the present active membership, 2 favor no change in 
either name or membership, and the remainder are noncommittal, It can be 
assumed that the members who failed to send in answers to the Quarterly Question 
are either noncommittal or unconcerned, 


This is the best sampling we have had to date on these controversial 
questions. It should be very useful to the committee annointed to deal with 
the matter in making their report. 
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REVIZW OF BOOKS AND ARTICLES 
A. L. Russell, Associate Sditor 


Martin, D, J. The Svanston dental caries study, I, Determination of fluorine 
in foods, bones, and teeth, J. Dent. Res., 27:27-33, Zeb. 1948. 


The fluorination study at Evanston will be followed with close interest 
by all dentists with an interest in public health, This is a primary 
report dealing with fluoride concentrations found in various substances 
before fluorination was initiated, Several foodstuffs for which fluorine 
content has not hitherto been reported in the literature were analyzed. 


The fluorine content of unfilled, whole sound teeth was found to be 
significantly greater than that of unfilled, whole carious teeth, A 
uniform fluoride level was reached throughout the water distribution 
system on the fifth day following the addition of sodium fluoride at 
one central point. "To date no difficulties have been encountered in 
maintaining a constant level of 1.00 p.p.m, fluorine in the potable 
water supply." 


Van Huysen, Grant, and Muhler, Joseph C. Snamel solubility reducing effect 
of flavored low concentration stannous fluoride solution. J, Dent, Res., 


27:46-51, Feb, 1948, 


The authors report a series of in vitro experiments in which stannous 
fluoride solutions of various concentrations were found to be more 
effective than sodium fluoride solutions of similar strength in reducing 
the solubility of powdered enamel, Not all solutions which reduce the 
solubility of powdered enamel have been found to be effective in inhibit- 
ing clinical dental caries, They note that saliva-washed powdered enamel 
becomes more insoluble after treatment than powdered enamel in an aqueous 
solution; this effect persisted in samples which had been washed after 
treatment with saliva, 


Fulton, J. T. Gormunity economic status and the distribution of dentists, 
Am, Dent. A. J., 36:183-7, Feb, 1948, 


One of the frequent obstacles to attainment of dental health objectives 
is the uneven distribution of dental personnel, In a study of 161 of 
Connecticut's 169 towns Tulton found that dentists tended to locate in 
communities where the retail sales per capita, the average weekly wage, 
and the average monthly rental were highest. Such data are relatively 
easy to obtain; the method is offered as a useful fact-finding tool for 
the public health dentist. 
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ROVISW OF BOOXS ARTICLIS 


Progress in the control of dental caries, Health Bul, for Teachers 
(Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.) 19:9-12, Jan. 1948, 


This is a concise and readable summary of the present status of dental 
caries control measures; it has been distributed by the company to most 
of the nation’s school teachers, 


Cheyne, V. D., Horne, 3 V. The Value of the Roentgenograph in the Detection 
of Carious Lesions, J. Dent. Res., V. 27, No. 1, Feb. 1948, 


The authors made a detailed study of 429 children and presented addi- 
tional evidence that a combined clinical and radiographic examination 
must be made if all carious lesions are to be found, This study shows 
that unless bite wing films are utilized to supplement clinical exam- 
inations, carious lesions in anproximately one-third of the patients 
will not be detected. 


The authors demonstrate also that if the examination procedure is used 
as a basis for evaluating differences in the caries picture between 
groups of children, the use of the roentgenograph does not significantly 
change the score, 


The authors point out there is no 100 method of finding all dental 
caries in the mouth and refer to the studies of other investigators 
who have been able to demonstrate carious lesions, microscopically, 
which were completely missed by clinical and radiographic examinations, 
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and NEWS 


THS PUBLIC'S STAKS IY DENTISTRY* 


Dentists must realize that the public 
does have a stake in the practice of 
dentistry, and thay must learn to re- 
spect the public's viewpoint. Actually, 
the nublic in most States has supported 
dental legislation rather well, real— 
izing that we as dentists have "been 
acting in the interest of public wel- 
fare as well as the profession's wel- 
fare, That relationship is a thing to 
treasure. Before ve join organizations 


to fight public opinion emotionally, 
perhaps we should stop and consider an 
alternative, the presentation of con- 
clusions to the public on the basis of 
obvious, hard, cold, objective data 
which no one can deny. 


Finally, we must recall that probably 
one of the hardest laws of nature still 
operates — there is no surer road to 
extermination of the human organism 
than failure to adapt to a changing en- 
vironment, It is doubtful if dentistry 
long can maintain its position as an 
independent health profession in a 
security-minded ded nation and 
services only to 20% or 25% of 
people, 


If 140 million people seriously de- 
mand a broader distribution of good 
oral health care in this country, 
70,000 dentists can only offer futile 
resistance to the social changes which 
appear certain during the next few 
decades, But 70,000 scientific, thor-— 
oughly informed cooperative dentists 
can do much to direct productively the 
changes which may affect the practice 
of the vrofession, 


“Sxcerpt from article by K, A. Baslick, 
I1l, Dental Journal, Feb, 1948. 


PROJECT ON CORRECT BRUSHING 
OF 


A comprehensive study of the 
effects of correct brushing of the 
teeth on tooth decay will be 
launched shortly in three Illinois 
communities. Dr. Robert G, Kesel, 
head of the department of materia. 
medica and therapeutics, University 
of Illinois College of Dentistry, 
will be in direct charge of the 
project for which $40,000 in Uni- 
versity funds has been made avail- 
able. 


Details of Study 


The project will require instruc-— 
tion of teachers and classroom 
supervisors in the correct method 
of brushing the teeth as recom- 
mended by the American Dental 
Association, 


Procedure-—More than 2,000 pupils 
in the sixth and seventh grades 
will be required to brush their 
teeth for two minutes under the 
supervision of the room teacher 
immediately after the opening of 
the morning and afternoon school 
period, Zach pupil will be given a 
cup of water, a brush, and an in- 
dividual package of tooth powder, 
sufficient for a single brushing of 
the teeth, Pupils will not be 
allowed to rinse their mouths after 
brushing so that the full effect of 
each of the three dentifrices used 
can be measured, 


In addition to brushing their 
teeth after each evening meal and 
after all meals on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and other days when school 
is not in session, the children 
will be requested to brush their 
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teeth just before going to bed at 
night. 


Dentifrices—-Three different denti- 
frices will be used: 


1. A commonly used dentifrice con- 
taining soap and chalk as detergents 
to be prepared according to a formula 
provided by the Council on Dental 
Therapeutics of the American Dental 
Association, 


2. A centifrice containing dibasic 
ammonium phosphate and carbamide, 
(This dentifrice was developed recently 
by Doctor Kesel and his associates — 
Doctors Joseph O'Donnell, E. C, Wach, 
and EB, R. Kirch - in a study of dental 
decay at the University of Illinois. 
In limited tests with university stu- 
dents, it was discovered that the 
inclusion of ammonium compounds in the 
dentifrice resulted in a sharp reduc- 
tion of dental decay). 


3. The third will be the same type 
of dentifrice as the second, minus the 


dibasic ammonium phosphate and carbamide, 


An equal number of children will use 
each dentifrice. Results will be com- 
pared with a fourth group of children 
who will receive a thorough dental 
examination and prophylaxis but will be 
allowed to brush their teeth according 
to their usual habits. 


Conclusion 


The study will continue over a 
period of two years, Results are ex- 
pected to show (1) the relative merits 
of various dentifrices and (2) the 
value of supervised brushing of the 
teeth soon after eating as against 
haphazard brushing in the control of 
dental decay. (From University of 
Illinois News, October 21, 1947) 


ARZ 


Ever since a valiant band of colo- 
nials kicked John Bull in the teeth 
back in 1776 and created the United 
States, this country has been a 
paradise for organizations, You 
run into them from the cradle - 
American Pediatric Association - 
to the grave — American Cemetery 
Owners' Association. You are ex- 
posed to organizations from birth -— 
American Obstetrical Society — until 
death National Funeral Directors! 
Association. Zven if you weren't 
planning to be born that wouldn't 
let you out — the Planned Parent- 
hood Federation. We have organiza- 
tions for everything, from head — 
Master Barbers' Union — to toe - 
American Association of Chiropo- 
dists. Got a backache? — National 
Society of Chiropractic. Bellyache? 

- American Gas Association. Are 
you a dry? -— Anti-Saloon League, 
A wet? — National Distillers! 
Association, Stinkin' drunk? — 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Like to 
brag? - National Fertilizer Associa 
tion, or better, - Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce, 


Every occupation from pretzel 
bending to leg pulling has a union, 
society or association, They are 
indispensable, the American safety 
valve to let off steam, 


PERSONNSL IN SCHOOLS 
OF PUBLIC EGALTH 


Donnelly, ¢. T., DDS — 200 W, 
Hoover St., Ann Arbor, Mich, — 
University of Michigan, 


*Trom Walter Belson — Highway 
Transportation "Road Gang" 
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Gill, Patricia, DH - 1109 S, EB. 5th 
St., Minneapolis, Minn, - 
University of Minnesota 


Gutman, Ross, DDS — 2151 Watton St., 
New York, N. Y. - Columbia 
University 


Herman, Samuel, DDS — 181 Davenport 
St., New Eaven, Conn. - Yale 
University 


Hill, Sarah 3., DH — Michigan Dept. 
of Health, Lansing - University 
of Michigan 


Howell, C. L., DDS ~ Indiana State 
Board of Health, Indianapolis, 
Ind, - Johns Hopkins University 


McClaskey, S., DDS California 
State Department of Health, 
San Trancisco Harvard Uni- 
versity 


McGill, W, L., DDS — Missouri State 
Department of Health ~ Johns 
Hopkins University 


Mobley, Sugenia, DDS —- 108 4th Ave. S., 
Birmingham, Alabama — University 


of Michigan 


Phair, W. P., DDS — Limestone, Maine — 


University of Itichigan 


Trithart, A. H., DDS - Big Run, Pa, - 


University of Michigan 


DO YOU VAT YOUR SURWOY SUR VIYSD? 


According to an unauthenticated re- 
port over the radio, a company has been 


organized called the John Doe Survey 


Service. The service they offer is to 


survey surveys, Zor instance, if a 
health organization has made a 10% 
sampling survey of a community, this 


organization in turn will test the 
authenticity of the survey with a 
10% sampling survey of the original 
sample, For a slight increase in 
the fee they will test the validity 
of their sampling with a 10% sam- 
pling survey of the remaining 903° 
of the original sample, For those 
addicted to surveys this proposition 
should prove very intriguing, 


FROM COLUMBIA UNIVoRSITY 


"Dental Abstracts" is an official 
publication of Columbia University, 
School of Dental and Oral Surgery of 
the Faculty of Medicine, The 
"Dental Abstracts" Journal consists 
of abstracts of dental articles 
appearing in both the foreigm and 
domestic dental literature, and of 
articles anpearing in the medical 
literature of dental interest, Over 
one hundred different journals are 
regularly and carefully perused by 
members of the dental faculty with 
the avowed purpose of evaluating the 
literature, Only those articles 
deemed worthy of reporting are ab- 
stracted, Concise, clear abstracts 
are then made of these select arti- 
cles by both students and faculty. 
In addition to abstracts of the 
current literature, reviews of newly 
published books by prominent faculty 
members are included. 


Beginning with the 1948 volume 
"Dental Abstracts" will be issued 
quarterly, Subscription $3.00 per 
year, 


The Bureau of Medical Economic 
Research of the American Medical 
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. caries attack rate is increasingi 
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Association recently reported that the 
total amount spent for medical and 
dental care in 1945 was less than in 
1929, the vroportions of each dollar 
spent for health care for the two years 
in question being respectively as fol- 
lows: 


Medical Care: 
Dental Care: 


1929--32¢ 


1945--27¢ 
1945-~13¢ 


On the other hand, in 1945 more was 
spent for drugs and hospital care, 
nanely 23 cents as against 20 cents; 
and 16 cents as ageinst 13 cents. 


The sources of these statistics were 
not stated by the Bureau, 


THAT OLD "DIGBIL" SUGAR AGAIN 


The Department of Agriculture reports 
that sugar consumption in this country 
continues to increase, Recently reported 
figures indicate that within the next 
year our population will consume 
8,500,000 long tons of sugar which will 
averaze about 140 pounds per person per 
year, According to Doctor Robert Kesel 
in the "Fortnightly Review", Feb., 1948, 
that may seem like a tremendous amount, 
but 3 teaspoons of sugar a day taken 
daily for a year amounts to 15 pounds, © 
This plus the amount of sugar hidden in 
other foods adds up fast. For instance, 
we get 


1, Four to six teaspoonfuls in 
bottled beverages. 

2. Seven teaspoons in a small 
Hershey bar. 

3. Fifteen teaspoons in a piece 
of chocolate cake with icing, 

4, Fourteen teaspoons in a piece 

of cherry pie. 

Candy is almost pure sugar. 


Is it any wonder that the dental 


1946-47 DIITAL EXALTH RUPORT 
OM SCHOOL 


Five thousand more pupils were in- 
cluded in the dental health vrogram 
in 1946-47 than during the previous. 
year, Four hundred school rooms ob- 
tained 100 per cent returns, com- 
pared with 312 during the previous 
year, That means that, in 400 rooms, 
every pupil brought to the teacher a 
certificate from a dentist indicating 
that the pupil had all necessary 
dental work done during the year, 
Percentages of pupils having all 
necessary dental work completed dur- 
ing the school year 1946-47, plus the 
summer vacation of 1946, increased 
in all types of schools, The comple- 
tions were up 1 per cent in graded 
public schools, 4 per cent in naro- 
chial schools, and 3.5 per cent in 
rural public schools, 


Rural schools in Brown, wicollet, 
and Sibley Counties achieved an aver- 
age rating of over 70 per cent. 

These are the only counties having 
the full time services of a dental 
health adviser. St. George's 
Catholic School in New Ulm, Christian 
Day Lutheran School in St. Peter, and 
Immanuel and Moltke Lutheran Schools 
in Gibbon, each scored 100 per cent, 
Ratings of over 95 per cent were re-—- 
ported for St. Thomas the Apostle 
School in Minneapolis, Buhl Slemen- 
tary School, St. John Cantius School 
in St. Cloud, Kasson Slementary and 
Eigh School, St. Joseph's Catholic 
School in Silver Lake, and Folwell 
Slementary School in Rochester, 


(This revort was compiled by the 
Dental Division of the Minnesota 
Department of Health). 


*Prom North-West Dentistry, Jan, 
1948, 
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SEORT COURSES IN ORAL CANCER CONTROL 


Washington - In January the University 
of Washington presented a three-day 
lecture course on "Cancer in the Oral 
Region" to a selected group of dentists. 
line specialists in pathology, radi- 
ology, and surgery lectured to the 
group. The Washington Division of the 
American Cancer Society naid for the 
services of the faculty and contributed 
a per diem allowance to the students, 


Tennessee —- The Ninth District Dental 
Society, in conjunction with the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee, presented a one- 
day study course in oral cancer control 
on April 22, 1948. Instructors will be 
Dr. Hayes Martin, Mew York City; 

Dr. R. R. Braund, Veterans Administration; 
Dr. D. EH. Sprunt, University of Tennessee, 


New York - In February the Third District 
Dental Society conducted for its members 
"Dental Cancer Teaching Day." Sssayists 
were Dr, E, A. Solomon, Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute; Dr. 3. Traub, 
Medical School, Columbia, and Dr. S. G, 
Castizliano, Oncologic Hospital, 
Philadelphia, The Dental Health and 
Cancer Control divisions of the State 
Eealth Department were cosponsors of the 
program, 


ORAL CANCER CONTROL GRANTS 
TO DENTAL SCEOOLS 


Listed below are the dental schools 
whose applications for a training pro- 
gram in oral cancer control have been 
approved by the National Advisory Cancer 
Council: 


Qhio State University, Columbus, Ohio 
University of Tennessee Medical 
School, Memphis, Tenn, 
Loyola University, New Orleans, La. 
School of Dentistry, University of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa, 


Yew York University College of 
Dentistry, New York, 1. Y. 
The Thomas W. Svans Museum and 
Dental Institute, School of 
Dentistry, University of — 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
Pa, 
President and Fellows of Harvard 
College, Boston, Mass. 
Tufts College Dental School, 
Boston, Mass, 
The University of Texas, School of 
Dentistry, Houston, Texas 
Temple University School of © 
Dentistry, Philadelphia, Pa, 
Columbia University School of Den- 
tal aid Oral Surgery, New 
Se 
University of Louisville School 
of Dentistry, Louisville, 
Ky. 
Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Dental School of Loyola Univer- 
sity, Chicago College of 
Dental Surgery, Chicago, 
Indiana University School of 
Dentistry, Indiananolis, 
Ind. 
University of Illinois College 
of Dentistry, Chicago, I11, 
Meharry Medical College School of 
Dentistry, Jeshville, Tenn, 
Marquette University Dental 
School, Milwaukee, Wis. 
University of Buffalo School of 
Dentistry, Buffalo, Y. 
Washington University School of 
Dentistry, St. Louis, Mo, 
State University of Iowa College 
of Dentistry, Iowa City, 
Iowa 
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TO Gat "WIMNKY, TES WATCHMAN" 


"Winky, the Watchman" can now be pur- 
chased direct from Hugh Harmon Produc- 
tions, Inc., 9713 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Beverly Hills, Calif. Mr. Charles 
HeGirl has agreed to deliver for cash, 
with order, prints of the film with 
reel, can and fiber case f.o.». 

Los Angeles at the following rates: 


$67.48 each 
56.47 each 
52,06 each 


l- 9 prints 
10 — 24 prints 
25 or more 


SOUTH IN BRANCH AMGRICAN PUBLIC 
ASSOCIATION 
- DONTAL SECTION - 


The Southern Brarch of the Anerican 
Public Health Association has estab-— 
lished a Dental Health Section at its 
meeting, held in New Orleans in April. 
An ad interim Dental Health Section 
meeting was held during this session 
and papers were presented as follows: 


1, Inertia in Dental Health and 
Sducation -- T. D. Speidel, DDS 

2, Administrative Problems in 
Topical Fluoride Programs -—- 
Norman F, Gerrie, DDS 

3. The Dental Hygienist in Public 
Eealth Programs -- Dorothy 
O'Brien 

Financing Dental Programs 
S. Newitt 


The officers for the ensuing year 
are as follows: 


Thomas L, Hagan, Chairman, Public 
Eealth Service District No. 4, 
New Orleans, La, 

Viss Doro thy O'Brien, Staff Hygienist, 
Tennessee Denartment of Health, 


Nashville, Vice-Chairman 

Dr. Polly Ayers, Director, Dental 
Health, Jefferson County Health Dent., 
Birmingham, Alabama, Secretary 


PRISIDINT EDRTRAM APPOINTS 
COMMITTI3 TO ADVISORY BOARD FOR 


SPSCIALTISS 


As directed by the Zxecutive 
Council at its meeting in Chicago in 
February, the President anpointed a 
special committee to represent the 
American Association of Public 
Health Dentists with the American 
Dental Association Advisory Board 
for Dental Specialties, 


Members of the committee anpointed 
are William D. Wellock and C. 3, 
Presnell, 


ATNUAL MESTING OF THS 
ANSRICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC 
EXALTH DscTIsTs 


The 1948 annual meeting of the 
AAPHD will be held in Chicago, I11, 
in conjunction with the annual 
meeting of the American Dental 
Association, Although the dates 
have not as yet been definitely 
set, they will probably be Sept, 11, 
12, Ws 


One half day will be devoted to a 
joint meeting with the American 
Society of Dentistry for Children, 


Tne highlight of the business meet— 
ing of this session will be the 
proposal to change the Constitution 
of the Association to broaden activa 
membership, This is a matter of 
vital importance to this Association 
and merits the attendance of all 
active members, 


Norman Gerrie is chairman of the 
program committee, The full pro- 
gram will be printed in the August 
issue of the BULLSTIN, 
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MOTIS AITD 


BELISVS IT OR NOT by Kivanians, Everyone present must 

have seen the organ surrounded by a 

From “Northwest Dentistry," January huge wreath with "Seasons Greetings" 
1948 flashing a cheery note under the soft 
blue light cast upon it by two snot- 

At the 1948 annual of the North lights. It was especially effective 
Dal-ota State Association Dr. Harold with its sound hookup of organ music, 


Worman will lecture on "Practical 
Down—to-Zarth Pathology." 


3ditor's Hote: The rest of it must be 


“out of this world," Meswarber, A. B., "Iowa Dental Bulle- 
tin," December 1947 


Based upon his experience as an av- 


Tron "Jorthwest Dentistry," January erage practitioner, and using as a. 
1948 unit of measurement 24 miscellaneous 
teeth to an ounce container, the 
Recommendations of the 1947 South author estimates that 70,000 prac- 
Dakota Workshop included the follow- ticing dentists in the United States 
ing: removed 18,500 gallons or 336 barrels 
of teeth during the year 1946, 
"The Dental Health Sducation Commit- That's a lot of ivory. 
tee of the State Dental Society is 
directly responsible for the dental The doctor also figured these 
health education of children and 70,000 dentists mixed up 140 tons of 
adults; with the aid of the dental amalgam for the year 1946 but he 
division of the State health depart- states that the United States public 
ment," carried around only 58 tons of that 
amalgam, The remainder was wasted, 
"One dentist in each South Dakota Incidentally, the doctor figures 
city -— should be selected to receive that dentists and dental laboratories 
educe.tional material from the divi- used about 1125 freight carloads of 


sion of dental heelth and to dissen- plaster during 1946, 
inate it to the profession and to ' 
the public." 


Bditor's Motes Hope there won't be 
any casualties, 


From "Tonics and Sedatives," "American 
Medical Association Journal," March 6, 
1948 (Reprinted from the Markesan 
(Wis,) Herald) 


Doctor Cupery's Organ Awarded First 
Prize Doctor D, Cupery won the 
first vrize of $25.00 in the Christ- 
mas home decorating contest sponsored 


| 

| 

| | 

fi 


PERSONAL S* 


Chet 


We note that John Knutson is on the 


program of a goodly number of 
State Dental Society meetings 
where he is spreading the gospel 
of topical fluoride therapy. If 
the dental practitioners of the 
country do not learn to appre- 
ciate the value of this preventive 
measure, it will not be John's 
fault, 


Doctor C. H. Carpenter, former dental 


director in Wyoming, honored the 
Association by attending the ses- 
sion on Sunday, February 8, in 
Chicago. Carp is in private prac- 
tice in Casper and is a member of 
the Wyoming legislature. Ee de- 
serves the credit for punching 
through legislation that reorgan- 
ized the State Health Department 
in the last session. Carp and 
his Mrs, returned to Casper from 
the Chicago midwinter meeting via 
Ann Arbor, 


Doctor R. A. Downs, Colorado State 


dental director, has been busy 
lining up the program for the 
Children's Dentistry Section of 

the American Dental Association, 

In addition to being secretary of 
the Colorado State Dental Associa-— 
tion, Bob has been preoccupied with 
getting up a program for the State 
Public Health Meeting to be held in 
Denver some time in May. 


Dalgleish, Ken Saslick and 7, A. 
(Pokey) Arnold are headliners on 
the program of the Wyoming State 
dental meeting in June, 


Interest in cental public health matters 


is percolating in Idaho. Jack 
Pelton has been invited to anpear 
on the program of the Western 
Branch of the American Vater Works 


Association when that organ- 
ization meets in Boise next 
May. Lewiston started to 
fluorinate their public water 
supply last June, 


Doctor Frank Livingston seems to 
be surviving the Montana 
winters, Montana is the 
place that manufactures the 
white stuff that has fallen 
s0 voluminously throughout 
the east this winter, 


Doctor Sdward Taylor says that the 
cancer course in Pasadena 
California, to which he sent 
five of his practitioners, 
has resulted in the formation 
of a study club in the home 
town of one of the men, 


According to Mr. A. M. Greene, 
vice-president of the W. B, 
Saunders Company, the volume, 
"Dentistry in Public Health," 
sponsored by the Dental 
Health Section of the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association, 
will be available by June, 
Mr. Greene expects the book 
to have a good circulation 
but does not expect it to 
compete with his Company's 
best seller, "The Sex 
Behavior of the Human Male," 
which is now in its sixth 
printing. 


*The dental consultants of the 
Public Health Service have been 
appointed contributors to this 
column, Most of the items were 
contributed by them, 
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PURSOUALS 


Lewis L, Clark, DDS, has recently The Kansas State Board of Dental Sxam— 
been appointed director of the iners has voted that it is legal 
Division of Dental Health of for dental hygienists licensed in 
the Florida State Board of the State to anply sodium fluoride 
Health, ; topically. 


At its Quarterly meeting April 14, Dental Health Advisers in Minnesota 
1948, the Rhode Island Dental counties have established a 
Society passed a resolution standard uniform. They will soon 
directed to the State Assembly be seen in the field wearing 
now in session to amend the smartly tailored green gabardine 
dental hygienists Practice Act, suits and topcoats with matching 
pernitting them to avply sodium Montgomery berets. Anpropriate 
fluoride topically to the teeth insignia will be worn on the 
of children, hat. , 
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ANMGRICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EXALTH 
1948 
Active Membership List 


David B, Ast Director of Oral Hygiene 
State Department of Eealth 
Bond Building 

Albany, 


W. R. Bellinger Assistant Director 
Division of Dental Hygiene 
Kansas State Board of Health 
1800 3. 21st St. 


Topeka, Kansas 


Frank P, Bertram Director, Division of Dental Health 
Olclahoma State Health Department 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


Ernest Branch Director, Division of Dental Health 
North Cerolina State Board of Eealth 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


F, A, Bull Suvervisor, Dental Zducation 
Wisconsin State Boerd of Health 
State Office Building 
Madison 2, Wisconsin 


George A, Bunch Director, Division of Dental Health 
South Carolina State Board of Health 
501 Wade Hampton State Office Bldg, 

Columbia, South Carolina 


Dental Consultant 
U. S. Public Health Service 
District #1 
15 Pine St, , 
New York, N. Y. 


J. 3. Chrietzturg Director, Dental Health Division 
Illinois Department of Health 
Springfield, Illinois 


Thomas W. Clune Public Health Dentist 
Rhode Island Department of Health 
1282 Cranston St, 


Cranston, Rhode Island 


Paul Cook Director, Dental Eealth Program 
Louisiana State Board of Health 

New Court Building 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Frank C, Cady | 

} 
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ACTI VS MOMBSRSEIP LIST 
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R. C. Dalgleish 


Robert A, Downs 


Shirley Dwyer 


Franklin Irlenbach 


Vernon Forney 


John T, Fulton 


Alonzo E. Garcelon 


Norman F, Gerrie 


Linwood G, Grace 


Thomas L. Hagan 


Director, Division of Dental Health 
Utah State Board of Health 

130 State Capitol 

Salt Lake City, Utah 


Director, Division of Dental Health 
Colorado Division of Public Eealth 
414 State Office Building 

Denver, Colorado 


Director, Division of Dental Service 
llew Hampshire State Board of Health 
Concord, New Hampshire 


Chief, Division of Dental Hygiene 
Connecticut State Devt. of Health 
436 Capitol Ave. 
Hartford 6, Conn, 


Chief, Dental Section 
Division of Industrial Eygiene 
U. S. Public Health Service 
Washington, D. C. 


Dental Consultant 
Children's Bureau 
Devertment of Labor 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Director, Division of Dental Health 
Depertment of Health and Welfare 
Augusta, Maine 


Dental Consultant 

U. S. Public Health Service 
206 ifutual Building 

Kansas City, Missouri 


Chief, Dental Division 
Pennsylvania Department of Health 
409 South Office Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


Dental Consultant 
U, S. Public Health Service, Dist. #4 
707 Pere Marquette Bldg, 
New Orleans, La. 


Asst, Chief, Division of Dental Health 


Ohio Department of Health 
306 State Department Building 
Columbus 15, Ohio 
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ACTIV= iSMBURSHIP LIST 


Orvis Hoag Asst. Director, Dental Health Division 
Illinois Denartment of EKealth 
Svringfield, Illinois 


Director, Division of Dental Fealth 
Iowa State Department of Health 
1027 Des Iloines St. 

Des ifoines, Iowa 


Director, Division of Dental Health 
Minnesota Department of Health 
University Campus 

Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


Leon R, Kramer Director, Division of Dental Health 
Kansas State Bosrd of Eealth 
State Cavitol Buildings 
Topeka, Kansas 


Villiam P, Kroschel Senior Dental Surgeon 
U. S, Public Eealth Service, Dist. #3 
610 South Canal St. 
Chicago 7, Illinois 


John WV, Knutson Chief, Dental Section 
States Relation Division 
U. S. Public’ Health Service 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 


Richard C, Leonard Chief, Division of Dental Health 
Maryland Denartment of Health 
2411 “orth Charles St. 
Baltimore, Marylend 


Francis I, Livingston Director, Division of Dental Eeal th 
Montana State Health Dept. 
Eelena, Montana 


Harry 3, Nillhoff Chief, Division of Dental Health 
Ohio Department of Eealth 
306 State Department Building 
Columbus 15, Ohio 


George Nevitt Acting Director, Division of Dental 
Health 
Virginia Department of Health 
718 State Orfice Bldg. 
Richmond, Virginia 
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ACTI V2 MCMBERSEIP LIST 


A. Harry Ostrow Director, Bureau of Dental Services 
District of Columbia Health Denartment 
300 Indiana Avenue, 
Vashington, D. C. 


Janes ¥, Owen Director, Bureau of Dental Health 
Kentucky Department of Health 
912 First National Bank Building 
Lexington, Kentucky 


Walter J. Pelton Dental Consultant 
U. S. Public Health Service, Dist. #8 
304 New Custom House 
Denver 2, Colo. 


C. 3. Presnell Director of Dental Health’ 
Division of Health of Missouri 
Jefferson City, Missouri 


Muriel I. G. Robinson Pennsylvania State Department of Health 
4906 Walnut St. 
Philadelyhia, Pennsylvania 


W. H. Rumbel Director, Dental Hygiene 
State Health Department 
Charleston, West Virginia 


A. L. Russell Director, Division of Dental Health 
South Dakota State Board of Health 
Pierre, South Dakota 


Carl L. Sebelius Director, Dental Eygiene Service 
Tennessee Department of Public Health 
420 Sixth Avenue, lorth 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 


Roy D. Smiley Director, Division of Dental Health 
Indiana State Board of Health 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Zdward Taylor Director, Division of Dental Health 
Texas State Department of Health 
Austin, Texas 


J. 3, Thompson Director, Division of Dental Health 
Nebraska State Department of Health 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


C. V. Tossy Asst. Director, Sureau of P. H. Dentistry 
Michigan Department of Health 
Lansing 4, Michigan 
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ACTIVG HMGMGSRSEIP LIST 


Chauncy D. Van Alstine Supervisor, Dental Health Education 
State Department of Bducation 
Albany, New York 


William D. Wellock Director, Division of Dental Health 
Massachusetts Dept. of Public Health 
227 Commonwealth Ave. 
Boston 16, Mass. 


Tred Vertheimer Director, Bureau of Public F32alth 
Dentistry 
Michigan Department of Health 
Lansing 4, Michigan 


J. G Williams Director, Division of Dental Health 
Education 
Georgia Department of Public Health 
1003 Medical Arts Building 
Atlanta, Georgia 


George W, Wyatt Asst, Director, Division of Dental Health 
State Dept. of Health of Kentucky 
1212-14 First National Bank Bldg. 
Lexington, Kentucky 
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AICRICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUSLIC ETALTH DENTIST 


1948 
Associate Membership List 


George it. Anderson 


Member, Maryland State Board of Health 
831 Park Avenue 
Baltimore 1, Maryland 


Polly Ayers Jefferson County Board of Health 
Birmingham, Alabama 


Myran S. Baker State Health Department 
Eagerstown, Maryland 


R. C. Bellingham Director, Dental Health Program 
Cascade County-City Health Department 


Great Falls, Montana 


Philip 3, Blackerby Dental Director, W. K. Kellogg Foundation 
Battle Creek, Michigan 


Roy HE. Bridger County Health Department 
8714 Cameron St. 
Silver Springs, Maryland 


Earry W. 3Sruce Dental Director 
Chat tanooga-Hamilton County Health Dept, 


Chattanooga, Tennessee 


Zenry Camby Chief Dental Consultant 
Federal Smployee Health Division 
Federal Security Building, South 


Washington, D. C. 


L. '’. Childers Veterans Administration Regional Office 
209 3. 6th St. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


A. J. Cross District Dental Health Officer 
Pennsylvania Department of Health 
Box 101 


Freedom, Penasylvania 


Kenneth A. Saslick Professor of Public Health Dentistry 
University of Michigan 
School of Public Health 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 


George A, Yell Dental Clinician 
Virginia State Department of Health 
Warrenton, Virginia 


M. Garvin Dallas County Health Department 
Court House 
Dailas, Texas 
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ASSOCIATS MIMBSRSHIP LIST 


Allan W. Carvin St. Louis Department of Sducation 
Court House 
Duluth, Minnesota 


Lester A, Gerlach Director, Milwaukee Dental Fealth Program 
425 BE. Wisconsin Ave, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Henry Gillers Bureau of Dental Services 
District of Columbia Health Department 
300 Indiana Avenue, I. W. 


Washington, D. C. 


Allen 0, Gruebbel 117 Sixteenth St. 
Wilmette, Illinois 


B. F. Cunter Dental Officer 
Tennessee Department of Public Health 


Nashville, Tennessee 


Guy R. Harrison tember of Board of Health of Virginia 
5th and Franklin St. 
Richmond 19, Virginia 


Lyman Heacock Chief, Dental Research and Training 
Department of Medicine and Surgery 
Veterans Administration 

Washington 22, D. 


R. D. Hayes Asst. Professor of Pedodontics 
School of Dentistry 
University of Tennessee 


Memphis, Tennessee 


A. H. Imhoff Chief, Division of Dental Health 
Columbus Department of Health 
City Hall 
Columbus 15, Ohio 


Ray A. Jacobson 3923 Vincent Ave., South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Kenneth 3, Johnson Dental Consultant 
Division of Dental Health 
State Board of Eealth 


Thompson Falls, Montana 


Eugo M, Kulstad 


Chairman, A.D.A, Council on Dental Health 
218 First National Bank Bldg. 
Pomona, California 


ASSOCIATS MSMBIRSEIP LIST 
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Joseph 3, Laskowski 


Stephen V, Luddy 


John MecCauslin 


Merecith 


Mikkelson 


S. Miller 


Oren A, Oliver 


3. Marvin Rabin 


Pratt Ringland 


Albert J. Soucek 


Donald Scott 


Dental Officer - Division of Dental Health 
912 First National Bank Bldg, 
Lexington, Kentucky 


117 W. Lexington Ave, 
Blkhart, Indiana 


Bureau of Dental Services 
District of Columbia Health Dept. 
300 Indiana Ave., iT. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


314 Brotherhood Block 
Kansas City 11, Kansas 


Box 1396 
c/o United Pueblo Agency 
Albuquerque, Mew Mexico 


Chief, Dental Section ; 
Division of Hospital Facilities 
U. S. Public Health Service 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Director of Dental Health 
St. Louis Board of 3ducation 
1520 S. Grand Ave. 

St. Louis 4, Missouri 


Chairman, Tennessee Public Heal th Council 
1915 Broadway 
Tashville, Tennessee 


Suite 303 

Park Lane Apartments 
2025 Sye St., N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 


#235 Efficiency A-1 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 


University of Nebraska College of 
Medicine 

42nd and Dewey 

Omaha, Nebraska 


Division of Dental Health 
Ohio Department of Health 
306 State Department Bldg. 
Columbus 15, Ohio 


ASSOCIATS MSMBSRSHIP LIST 
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Zachary Stadt 


Eenry Stoll 


Harry Strusser 


Harold A, Toothacre 


Walls 


Whiteneck 


Eenry M, Wilbur 


J. Wisan 


Philip W. Woods 


Administrator, Dental Health Program 
City of Charlotte Health Dept, 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


4908 - 4th St., H.W, 
Washington, D. C. 


Chief, Division of Dental Services 
New York City Department of Health 
125 North St. 

New York, N. Y. 


School Dentist 

Burlington Independent School District 
1429 Vest Avenue 

Burlington, Iowa 


Dental Officer 

West Tennessee Regional Health Office 
Health Department Building 

Jacizson, Tennessee 


Illinois Department of Public Health 
Division of Industrial Hygiene 

1800 West Fillmore St, 

Chicago 12, Illinois 


48 3. Market St. 
Bethlehen, Pa. 


Member, O!rlahoma State Board of Eealth 
Broadway Tower 
Snid, Oklahoma 


Univ. of Louisville School of Dentistry 
Louisville, Kentucky 


Director, Division of Dental Health 
Sducation 

American Dental Association 

222 3. Superior St, 

Chicago, Illinois 


313 Brham Allen 
Tokoma Park 12, Maryland 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC HEALTS DSNTISTS 


frank P, Bertram President 


John T, Fulton President-elect 


Carl Ly Sebelius Secretary 
Harry B. Millhoff Treasurer 


Frank C, Cady Sditor 


OFFICERS 


Oklahoma Staté Health Department 
Oklahoma City) Oklahoma 


Ue Children's Bureau 
Washington 25; D.C, 


Tennessee Department of Health 
420 Sixth Avenue North 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 


Ohid Department of Health 
306 State Departments Building 
Columbus 15, Ohio 


U.SiP.H.6., District Mo. 1 
15 Pine Street 
New York 5, M™ Y. 


MEMBERS OF EXOCUTIVE COUNCIL 


Fred Wertheimer (1950) 


Thomas W, Clune (1950) 


Leon R, Kramer (1949) 


R. C. Dalgleish (1949) 


O. 2. Hoffman (1948) 


Ddward Taylor (1948) 


Michigan Department of Health 
Lansing 4, Michigan 


Rhode Island Department of Health 
323 State Office Building 
Providence, R, I. 


Kensas State Board of Health 
State Capitol Building 
Topelza, Kansas 


Utah State Board of Eealth 
130 State Capitol 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah 


Iowa Department of Health 
Des Moines 19, Iowa 


Texas State Board of Health 
Austin 2, Texas 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EGALTH 


PROSIDINT'S MGSSAGS 


In this final issue of the Bulletin during my administra- 
tion I wish to express appreciation of the work done by the 
officers and various committeemen of the Association, We are 
particularly indebted to both the editor and publisher of the 
Bulletin and to our able secretary who by their efforts have’ 
maintained the cohesion and effectiveness of our Association, 
wide-spread though our membership is; 


We are, I believe, on the threshold of rapid advancement 
and wide expansion of dentistry in public health, The American 
Association of Public Health Dentists should rishtfully assume 
leadership in much of this progress, Many of the vroblems 
accompanying this responsibility will be discussed and decided’ 
at the annual business sessions of the Association on Saturday, 
September llth, An interesting scientific program has been 
arranged in a joint meeting with the American Society of 
Dentistry for Children on Sunday, September 12th, 


In view of the importance of the meeting the officers are 
anxious for a large and representative attendance, You are 
urged to make every effort to be present and will be, we feel, 


amply repaid, 


P, Bertram 
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